Landmark Treasures of Hawai’i

From the royal halls of ‘lolani Palace, to the summit of Mauna Kea, then to the crater of
Diamond Head, Hawai’i’s landmarks hide history, natural wonders, and cultural depth. For
example, ‘Tolani Palace represents the Hawaiian Kingdom before its overthrow in 1893, and it is
the only royal palace on U.S. land. Mauna Kea is known by native Hawaiians as the “realm of
the gods,” making it important to many spiritual practices and cultural beliefs. Meanwhile,
Diamond Head is an iconic volcanic crater that represents the forces that created the crater. These
landmarks help tell the story of Hawai’i’s past and what makes the 50th state so special today.

’Iolani Palace makes Hawai’i special because it represents the Hawaiian Kingdom before
its overthrow in 1893, and it’s the only royal palace on U.S. land. It is a powerful symbol of the
Hawaiian Kingdom’s history. The palace was once home to King David Kalakaua and his sister,
Queen Lili’uokalani. It served a meaningful purpose for the Hawaiian Kingdom, the palace was
where many important decisions were made for the Hawaiian people. This was also a time when
Hawai’i was an independent nation with its own monarchy. Today, ‘lolani Palace is still standing
and has been carefully restored. It symbolizes the Hawaiian people’s strength and resilience.
One of the ways that the palace stays connected to the local community is by hosting Kama’aina
Sundays, a free monthly event for Hawai’i residents. This event may include cultural activities
and entertainment. It has also been turned into a museum that teaches visitors about the history
of the monarchy and the events that led to the overthrow. Touring the palace gives visitors an
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of Hawaiian history and to make the people
understand why Hawaii is special to all Hawaiians at heart.

The next landmark that makes Hawai’i special is the natural wonder known as Mauna

Kea. Native Hawaiians describe Mauna Kea as sacred and the home of their ancestors. Mauna



Kea is also known as the “Realm of the Gods” or Wao Akua. This is because native Hawaiians
believe the summit is a sacred place for their ancestors and a point where the spiritual and human
realms meet. The mountain is also a large part of Hawaiian legends and stories. For example, it
can be seen as the first-born child of the Sky Father Wakea and Mother Papa, or as the realm of
the snow goddess Poliahu. Mauna Kea makes Hawaii special because it is actually the tallest
mountain on Earth, even being taller than Mount Everest! Mauna Kea stands at 13,796 feet
above sea level, but when measured from its base on the sea floor, it reaches 33,500 feet, 4,465
feet taller than Mount Everest. It is also used for scientific research such as astronomy. Mauna
Kea’s extremely dry atmosphere, tall peaks, and free of light pollution are the best conditions for
the observation of space. This allows scientists to be able to study black holes, exoplanets, and
the universe.

The third landmark that makes Hawai’i special is the cultural depth of Diamond Head.
Diamond Head Crater, also known as Lé‘ahi, is named for its similar shape to the brow of the
tuna fish (ahi). About 300,000 years ago, a single eruption created the shape of the crater,
making it a special Hawai’i state monument recognized around the world for its volcanic history.
It was a sacred site of worship and religious ceremonies for native Hawaiians. Inside of the crater
houses the Luakini Heiau, a ceremonial building dedicated to the war god K. This is where
human and animal sacrifices were offered to make certain for victories in war and to maintain
mana (spiritual power). The shape of the crater was also used by ancient Polynesian voyagers to
navigate the Pacific Ocean as it was a recognizable sight for the wayfinders. Today, Diamond
Head is one of Hawai’1’s most popular landmarks. The lookout offers stunning views, especially
of Waikiki. It is also a beautiful experience for visitors who hike to the mountain. Diamond Head

is home to many unique plants and animals found only in Hawai’i, such as the akia and ‘ilima



plants, and animals like the ‘iwa bird. The cultural significance of Diamond Head is one of the
many reasons Hawai’i is so special today.

Hawaii’s landmarks make Hawaii so special today because of the island's history, natural
wonder, and cultural depth. For example, ‘lolani Palace preserves the wonderful memories of the
Hawaiian kingdom before its overthrow and the strength of its people, while Mauna Kea is
known as a sacred connection between the spiritual 7and living realms. Diamond Head, formed
by volcanic eruption, is full of cultural significance. It reflects the deep relationship between the
land and people. Today, these landmarks tell the story of Hawai’i’s resilience and identity. It
reminds the world that the island's landmarks aren’t only a place of beauty, but also a place of

heritage for the native Hawaiian people.



